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Years of experience designing oil well 
pumping units, plus very close co- : 
operation with practical operators in 
the field, have developed a standard- 
ized Lufkin product combining the 
highest of ‘dideicy obtainable with . 
gear ratings based on life-time service. 


LUFEIN TWIN CRANE UNIT ASSEMBLY WITH BASE FOR 
MULTLCYLINDER GAS ENGINE DRIVE. 


mize diese wyepinngert 2. Shoat. caeee alpen cnpoaeberaded a gces ig 

is now available in pacities from 10 to 60 and in strokes up 
~~. They ae adeptable to any type prime mover—are simple in design, yet very rugged 
and strong in tructi ct and easily portable. 

The complete line of Lahn Unis coven « cay d gned proportional t 
of sizes to meet every present known requirement. Both Sg ed el pos 
sedge tbe este peaghee ed got Gree Fes 
Beams, Posts and Pitmans and surfece equipment for Central Power Poming re eae nd 
designed for their particular application. 

















etter addressed to Lufkin Foundry & Machine 
pany, 5959 S. Alameda St., Los Angeles 
ornia, will bring lates? details 


CUTER TC +11 UNIT ASSEMBLY WITH MOTOR MOUNTED ONDER 
SAMSON POST MAKING A VERY COMPACT ARRANGEMENT 


TYPICAL LUFKIN INSTALLATIONS OF VARIOUS TYPES OF UNITS. 
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Legislature Passes 


Resolution Favoring Compact 


Before adjournment for the constitu- 
tional recess the California Legislature 
passed a joint resolution of the two 
Houses authorizing the Governor to ap- 
point a representative to confer with 
other oil-producing states as to the possi- 
bility and desirability of entering into an 
interstate compact “for the conservation 
of oil and stabilization of production 
thereof.” 


Amidst the rush of other proceedings 
the resolution, which does not bind the 
state to anything unless it receives formal 
ratification by the Legislature but which 
may have the most far-reaching conse- 
quences, passed both Assembly and Sen- 
ate unnoticed. Since its passage some 
ten days or more ago, Gov. Marland of 
Oklahoma, who has taken the lead in the 
movement, has announced that he will 
call another meeting of state representa- 
tives as soon as the Oklahoma Legisla- 
ture authorizes him to act. 


In the preamble, the resolution sets 
forth that “it is preferable that the states, 
through the exercise of their police pow- 
ers in cooperation with each other and 
the federal government, should meet this 
problem rather than surrender their sov- 


ereign functions in favor of centralized 
federal control.” 
Objectives of Compact 

Here are the objectives of the proposed 
compact set out by the resolution: 

“‘(a) Establishment of a joint state and 
Federal fact-finding agency to consist of 
one representative of each compacting 
state appointed by the Governor and one 
representative of the United States as 
Congress or the President shall direct. 
Said agency shall make periodic findings, 
of the demand for petroleum to be pro- 
duced within the United States or with- 
drawals from storage, and for petroleum 
and products thereof to be imported. 

“(b) Voluntary regulation of produc- 
tion by each compacting state within its 
own borders in accordance with said de- 
termination of the joint fact-finding agen- 
cy, to the extent that and in such manner 
as the laws of each state may authorize. 

“(c) Formulation by the joint agency 
of uniform conservation measures and tax 
laws which it shall recommend to the 
compacting states. 

Authorization for the negotiation of a 
compact limited by conditions laid 
down in the legislative resolution for the 
purpose of safeguarding California inter- 


is 


Court Decision Reason 


Ieckes Denies Standard Title 


Secretary Ickes rests his decision 
against’ Standard Oil’s title to lands in 
sec. 36, 30-23, Elk Hills, upon the stand 
of the U. S. Supreme Court about 1913 
when it annulled the Southern Pacific 
title to some 6000 acres in the same re- 
gion. Press dispatches synopsizing the 
decision quote him as using language al- 
most identical with the court’s when he 
says that the land in question was to be 
considered as known to be mineral in 
character when title first was acquired by 
the State of California because the geo- 
logical evidence of the presence of oil 
would have been sufficient to cause a 
reasonably prudent business man_ to 
spend money upon its testing and devel- 
opment. 

Nevertheless, there would appear to 
vast points of difference between the two 
cases, quite sufficient to base a fight up- 
on in the courts. Such litigation is cer- 


be 


By Arthur Richard Hinton 


tain to follow unless the Secretary should 
possibly grant the formal application for 
rehearing and later reverse himself, or 
unless, as pointed out by a Los Angeles 
attorney who practices before the Land 
Office, a compromise should be made 
through exercise of the Secretary's super- 
visory powers. 
Fraud by State Impossible 

Standard Oil did not acquire its title 
from the government but by purchase 
from the State of California, which 
title passed ee automatically 
soon as the land was surveyed by vir 
the law awarding the state 
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ests and markets. 
as. follows: 

“No compact made under the authority 
of this act shall bind this state unless and 
until: 

“(a) Said compact shall be ratified by 
the Legislature of this State, and Con- 
gress shall consent thereto: 

“(b) Congress shall make provision 
for the limitation of importations of pe- 
troleum and the products thereof, includ- 
ing natural asphalt. 

“(c) Congress shall provide 
control of interstate movements pe- 
troleum produced or withdrawn from 
storage in violation of the compact or of 
the laws and valid regulations of the sev- 
eral states, and products of such eptro- 
leum: 

“(d) Any act of the Legislature of the 
State of California approving said com- 
pact shall likewise provide for its admin- 
istration, and shall include in the provi- 
sions for the administration of the coni- 
pact the creation of a commission to ad- 
minister the compact, which commission 
shall be fairly representative of the vari- 
ous interests the oil industry, wi 
due provision for the protection of 
public interest.” 
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New Light Oil Discovery 
Made In Montebello Area 


By E. R. Head 


It took fifteen wells drilled by five 
companies at an aggregate expense of 
about $1,500,000 to convince the com- 
panies that they had tapped the edge of 
a new major light oil field in Los An- 
geles Basin. Actual discovery was made 
by Universal Consolidated Oil Co. about 
a quarter of a mile east of the old Monte- 
bello field, but not until Standard Oil 
Co. had drilled six wells, The Texas Co. 
and Universal three each, Fullerton Oil 
Co. two and St. Helens Petroleum, Ltd., 
one, all of which proved to be edge wells. 

Universal and Texaco control the ma- 
jor portion of the new area. There are 
but a few small pieces that are not held 
by these companies. The new district 
embraces approximately 600 acres while 
the average major field in the Basin cov- 
ers 800 acres. 

Full significance of Universal Consoli- 
dated’s discovery was not appreciated un- 
til a few days ago when a formation test 
was made by the company in its Nutt 
No. 2, located about 1500 ft. east of 
Montebello field and adjoining Texaco’s 
250-acre Baldwin lease. After a 35-ft. oil 
sand had been cored in the Pliocene hori- 
zon, a formation test was made and in 18 
minutes oil rose 2000 ft. in the drill pipe. 
Gravity of the oil was 35.6 degrees and it 
was accompanied by a heavy gas pres- 
sure. 

Nutt No. 2 cored a rich oil sand fron 
4450 to 4520 ft. which looked attractive 
but it was impossible to test because of 
insufficient shale shoulder to permit set- 
ting pipe for a production test. The sec- 
ond zone was cored from 5032 to 5122 
ft. Universal is now reaming the hole 
to set a string of 115¢-inch casing above 
the sand. 

Company geologists predict that a 
third zone slightly below the Nutt zone 
will be uncovered and that it will be com- 
parable to the Hathaway horizon found 
in Santa Fe Springs, which was not very 
extensive in area. The true zone, they 
believe, will be found around the 6600-ft. 
level. The Miocene contact, they believe, 
will be made at about 5400 ft. 

Present production in the Montebello 
field is from the Pliocene, and much of it 
is heavy oil. The light oil found in the 
Nutt No. 2 comes from a finer sand than 
is found in the old adjoining field, which 
is one reason why field men consider th¢ 
new area separate from the old field. An- 
other rests in the fact that it is an east- 
west axis. Although the area lies be- 
tween Montebello and Whittier fields it is 
much nearer the former. In some re- 
spects it is comparable to Santa Fe 
Springs. 

Drilling on the west side of the new 
area showed a closure but with only one 
well actually drilled on the structure it is 
too early to forecast the limits, although 
it is believed that it will cover about 600 
acres. Universal holds 250 acres, the 
major portion of which is believed to lie 
well on the structure, and The Texas Co., 
which holds as much more, is understood 


to have contributed dry hole money for 
the test. 

Universal Consolidated initiated its 
deep drilling explorations along the east 
edge of the old Montebello field about 
two years ago, and succeeded in tapping 
the deep zone at 7010 ft. The initial yield 
was good and for a time it looked as 
though Universal had made a valuable 
contribution for it was believed that the 
deep zone would be found to underlie a 
large portion of the field. Subsequent 
drilling by Universal, by Standard Oil 
Co. which controls a large part of the 
Montebello field, and by The Texas Co. 
brought discouraging results. 

Major company geologists, however, 
after careful study of the logs of the 15 
wells drilled, became convinced that Uni- 
versal’s strike was more significant than 
first suspected, for the drilling had re- 
vealed definite edge conditions with the 
structural trend pointing eastward. The 
Universal-Nutt No. 2 was the result of 
these deliberations. Within another week 
or ten days actual value of the strike 
will be known when the production test 
is made. Should results fail to come up 
to expectations the well will be carried 
deeper for a conclusive test, but if a sat- 
isfactory producer is obtained from the 
5100-ft. zone it will be completed there. 
Until then, there is no talk for the present 
of any offsetting. 





Crew Back on Berry No. 1 


After a few months’ “vacation” the 
crew which drilled General Petroleum 
Corp.’s Berry No. 1 in the old Belridge 
field to a world record depth of 11,377 
ft., once again is back on the job. This 
time they hope to put the well on pro- 
duction. 

A string of 100 ft. of 2%-inch tubing 
froze inside the top of the 4%-inch liner, 
and if it can be fished out of the hole, it 
will clear the way for the long-awaited 
production test. 

The crew was given a few months’ 
“vacation” from the Berry wildcat to 
drill the G.P. contract test for Amerada 
Corp. at Blackwell’s Corner, near Devil’s 
Den. This test was abandoned a short 
time ago and at that time it was reported 
the crew would be moved over to Mc- 
Clure Valley where General Petroleum 
Corp. holds a big block of leases acquired 
about six months ago. The first test of 
these leases was launched about two 
weeks ago. Rig was built and it was 
intended to have the Berry crew drill the 
new wildcat. This job has been let under 
contract, however, and work on the new 
well will be started next week. 


Stevco To Drill In H. B. 


Stevco Oil Co. (Albert and Harlan 
Stevenson) has  subleased the Allen 
Brown lease north of Garfield and east 
of Smeltzer, Huntington Beach, and is 
rigging up to drill, Albert Stevenson will 
be in charge. 


Ojai Well To Test 


It probably will take another week be- 
fore Continental Oil Co. completes its 
production test of its Ojai wildcat, Pirie 
No. 1 on Lion Mountain south of the 
town of Ojai. Original plans were to 
carry the hole deeper into the sand, but 
the company decided to make a more 
thorough test of the three-ft. zone opened 
with bottom of the hole at 1543 ft. Cas- 
ing was set at 1539 ft. and the well failed 
to flow freely. It probably will be nec- 
essary to pump it for further test of this 
zone, 

During the initial water test, the well 
flowed 26 gravity crude. Since then the 
flow line has been laid and storage tanks 
have been installed at the base of the hill, 
Decision on carrying the hole deeper has 
been delayed pending outcome of the 
pumping test. 


San Diego Well Idle 


San Diego Gas & Development’s wild- 
cat in Tia Juana Valley south of San 
Diego, has just concluded a 45-day fish- 
ing job. Six stands of pipe were frozen 
in the hole, but finally were extricated 
and the hole is now in good condition, 
but work has been halted until prelim- 
inaries for the production test are com- 
pleted. It is understood that this will 
require additional financing. Bottom of 
the hole is at 6334 ft. 
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Kobe Pipe has set the stan- 
dard for safety, efficiency 
and ultimate economy in 
oil field service. 
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Two Tejon Ranch 
Wildcats Planned 


Culminating an extensive core-drilling 
program, two new wildcats are to be 
drilled on the Tejon Ranch, about ten 
mlies east of Wheeler Ridge, where Hall- 
Baker Co., Ltd. petroleum engineers, 
have just concluded a series of eight core 
holes. The company leased 5000 acres 
of the ranch. 

Approximately half of this acreage has 
been subleased to the Reserve Oil Co., 
and the latter has disposed of protection 
acreage to several of the larger compa- 
nies with the understanding that the mon- 
ey paid for these leases, or at least a 
large portion of it, would be placed in 
escrow to insure ample funds for drilling 
preliminary tests as specified. 

Lincoln Petroleum Co., which has tak- 
en an active part in wildcatting projects 
for the last two years, has taken over 
one of the core holes and has carried it 
below 1500 ft. for the first of the two 
tests. It is too early, however, to base 
any conclusions as no showings have 
been reported. 

General Petroleum Corp. and Associat- 
ed Oil Co. each has taken 320 acres for 
protection purposes, following the policy 
wherever wildcatting of importance is 
underway. Ohio Oil Co. and Lincoln 
Petroleum each are credited with 160 
acres. Lincoln Pete, which is drilling the 
test for Reserve Oil, also has a royalty 
interest in this company. 





Sewer Farm Well Coring 

Star Petroleum was coring ahead at 
some 4700 ft. in its northwest outpost 
Mountain View well on the Bakersfield 
sewer farm, sec. 10, 30s-28e. So far the 
formation has .checked closely with the 
main Mountain View field and the Kern 
River series is expected to be encounter- 
ed around 4800 ft. Some oil is expected 
there but not in commercial quantities. 
The well expects to go down to the 
Santa Margarita. 

Location of the well has been placed 
as close to the south line as possible, to 
insure getting on the south side of the 
fault which is believed to run somewhere 
close by. If the location is definitely de- 
termined to be on the southeast it should 
be a producer. Present indications are 
favorable. 


Arrowhead Starts Well 


Arrowhead Petroleum Co. has started a 
second well near St. George, Utah, on 
sec. 32, 43s-15w, about one mile southeast 
of the first well, reported last week at 
4300 ft. with strong showings of gas and 
signs of oil, Both wells are drilling by 
cable. The second well has made good 
initial time and was down 900 ft. last 
week, two weeks after spudding in. 








Premier Well Planned 


The Fred E. Keeler Estate is negotiat- 
ing to drill a well on sec. 32, 27-27, the 
Premier area, Kern county. P. W. Harr 
will be in charge of drilling. 








State Drilling Report 








Oil field operations reported during the week 
ended Jan. 26, show 17 notices to drill new wells 
filed, as compared with 15 during the previous 
week. pl eo bt pen My oes 2 in Piaya dei 
Rey, 1 in Inglewood, 3 in Mesa, 1 in Capitan, 4 
in Kern county, and 1 in Yolo county. Total 
new wells this year, 49, as compared with 38 
at the same date last year. 

Deepening or redrilling jobs numbered 19, as 
compared with 18. Total to date, 57; to same 


date last year, 40. 
bered 7, as ompared with 6. 
Teal to date, 23; to same date last year, 28. 
WellNo. S. T. R. 
New Wells 





Long Beach 

Consolidated Empire Petroleum, 
Inc., Empire 

Shell Oil Co. 
Cherry Hill 
Marcellus 

R. R. Bush Oil Co. 
Roan 

Caro-Lyn 

Inglewood 

Standard Oil Co. 
Vickers 1 

Playa del Rey 

The Ohio Oil Co. 
Recreation Gun Club 

Royalty Service Corp., 
Del Rey 

Capitan 

Sheil Oil Co. 
Covarrubias 1 

Mesa 

B..G, MM. 


Comm. 


Petroleum 


Oil Co. 


rabo 

Rio. Grande Oil Co. 

Perkins 
Geo. W. Padgham 
Lost Hills 
Standard Oil Co. 

United 
Midway 
Renate 
Edison 
Monterey 

Duff 
Edison Oil Co. 

Cc < ¥.'-0, 
Yoio County 
Morton S$. Martin 


Deepen or Redrill 


Petroleum Co., Ltd.. 


Exploration Co. 


Seal Beach 
Standard Oil Co. 
San Gabriel 

Torrance 
Cee 
Torrance 
Brea-Olinda 
..<, ee oe 
<< 6. 
Montebello 


Ralph W. Ellithorpe 


Consolidated Petroleum Co. 
ogers 

Shasta Petroleum Co. 
Shasta 


Shell Oil Co. 
Reyes 
Coyote Hills 
Standard Oil Co. 
Coyote 2 
Santa Fe Springs 
The Texas Co. 
Ee 2-B 
Huntington Beach 
Domos! Oil Co. 
H. A 
Midway 
Cypress Petroleum 
Mountain View 
Hogan Petroleum Co. 
Mid State 
T. Jergins Syn., 
“Wright- Bloemer 
t. Poso 
Pongratz Petroleum Co. 
Pongratz 
Kettleman North Dome 
Kenda 


Seal Beach 
Ring Petroleum Co. 
Los Angeles County 


Union Completes 
Kettleman Program 


Union Oil Co. completed its eighth 
and final well on the southeast quarter 
of sec. 29, 21-17 under the program 
agreed to for Kettleman North Dome. 
Initial yield on Amerada-King No. 8 
was in excess of 12,000 bbls. daily, gaug- 
ed on the five-day flow test. The oil was 
35.8 gravity and the flow was accompa- 
nied by 38,000,000 c.f. of wet gas. Depth 
of the hole is 8525 ft. 

In the past, Kettleman Hills wells have 
had their potentials gauged on compara- 
tively brief flow tests because of the ex- 
cess amount of oil they produced. Here- 
after, according to a recent ruling of the 
Central Committee, they will submit to 
the 5-day flow test or suffer a discount 
in computing potentials. 

King No. 8 completes Union’s contract 
with Amerada Corp. on this section, in 
which each company owns an undivided 
half interest. Superior Oil Co. a short 
time ago completed the last of its eight 
wells on the Huffman lease. his leaves 
Standard Oil Co.—which owns in fee the 
remaining two quarter sections—with ten 
wells producing, one drilling and five un- 
drilled sites. 





Union Completes Vidor 6 


Union Oil Co. completed Vidor No. 6 
is the second producer in the Fourl ex- 
tension of the Del Rey field last week, 
with a 900-bbl. initial, When the well 
cleaned up it was rated as a 1000-bbl. pro- 
ducer. 

The well is located on the Union-Vidor 
lease and is about 500 ft. from the Fourl 
well. 

Big Ben Oil Co.’s well, an offset to 
Vidor No. 6, is nearing completion. The 
well has been drilled to approximately 
6500 ft. g 





Two H. B. Wells Completed 


Standard Oil Co. 
ducers at Huntington 
week, their combined initial output in 
excess of 4000 bbls. daily. Both wells 
were finished at a depth of 4350 ft. Pacific 
Electric No. 25 was credited with 1600 
bbls. daily, and B No. 71 in the barley 
patch with more than 2400 bbls. initial. 


added two new pro- 
Beach this last 





Coyote Well Completed 


Standard Oil Co. has completed Mur- 
phy-Coyote No. 118 at a depth of 6235 
ft. for an initial rated at 800 bbls. daily. 








Staple Oil Co., 
Community . ; Fake 24 #638 
Santa Fe Springs 
Standard Oi! Co 
Jordan 
Ingle 
Standard Oil Co 
Baldwin-Cienega 


Mesa 

R. R. McIntosh 
Beckstead 

Poso 

Sienal Oi] & Gas Co. 
Fitzhugh 

Kettleman North Dome 

Kenda 
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Separate Offices 


ECRETARY ICKES has become the storm center 
S of disturbance in Washington circles. As a re- 

sult, he will not handle the new Public Works 
Administration program, and may even leave the cabi- 
net, which will presumably mean a new Oil Adminis- 
trator during whatever period federal control may re- 
main in force. Within the industry there are many 
who will be greatly pleased with any change, others 
who will not, but the point is that the industry should 
be ready to act promptly when and if a change becomes 
inevitable. 

Regardless of what any of us may think about Mr. 
Ickes and his work, we face an unknown factor in his 
successor should he retire from office. Leaders of the 
industry should be ready with proposals for changes 
which should be made-in the present set-up at Wash- 
ington. As long as federal control may be thrown 
over shortly, it might be better to keep Mr. Ickes for 
its duration. Whatever his faults, we know him, and 
what to expect from him. 

But if federal control is to be permanent, the whole 
picture will be altered. Then there is no question but 
that the office of Oil Administrator should be separated 
from that of Secretary of the Interior or any cabinet 
post. If we must face any change at the present time, 
now appears to be the time to consider the separation 
carefully. 

First, the Oil Administrator, if we must have one, 
should be a man thoroughly experienced in the oil in- 
dustry, though not employed by any company while 
in office. He should surround himself with aides who 
know the problems of the industry. His legal problems 
should be in the hands of thoroughly experienced law- 
yers who have handled such problems for the oil in- 
dustry. Engineering, production, refining and statis- 
tical problems should be in the hands of men who have 
had experience. Second, the job of Oil Administrator 
will always be a full-sized job, quite big enough to 
keep any individual too busy to handle other problems. 
The job of Secretary of the Interior is also a full-sized 


DAILY PRODUCTION 


California Oil World Estimate 





Week 
Ended 


Jan. 27, 
1934 


Long Beach 
Santa Fe Springs 
Huntington Beach 
Seal Beach 
Inglewood 
Torrance 
Dominguez 
Rosecrans 2,600 
Del Rey 4s 9,700 
Lawndale 5 200 
Potrero 5 5 400 


55,500 
42,/00 
39,300 
10,400 

9,200 

6,400 
14,300 








Los Angeles Basin Totals.... 
Ventura Avenue 
Elwood 


190,700 
32,000 
14,300 
1,400 
50,600 
8,500 
51,000 

102,000 


26,200 
9,200 
Rincon 
Kettleman Hills 
Belridge 

Midway- Maricopa 
Rest of State 


1,300 

65,000 

8,000 

56,100 

149,000 140,200 


510,950 


State Totals 450,500 











job that calls for all the incumbent’s time and attention. 
The same is true of any cabinet post. 

We believe that much of the complaint against Sec- 
retary Ickes has been due to the fact that he has had 
entirely too much for any one man to do. No man 
could do it properly. 

Third, among the reasons for the separation of the 
offices is that, while the Oil Administrator should be 
chosen for experience in, and thorough technical and 
non-technical knowledge of, the oil industry’s prob- 
lems, the nature of the office of Secretary of the In- 
terior calls for a lawyer of broad experience, preferably 
an expert in land laws and certain other lines and gen- 
erally for a man of some political experience. 

Fourth, the Oil Administrator should be kept in of- 
fice for a long term, perhaps permanently, and usually 
the incumbency of any cabinet minister is short, with 
but few serving the whole term of the appointing 
President. 





Blunder Admitted 


HEN a blundering U. S. attorney caused the 
W indictment of a large number of the leaders of 


the California oil industry, we declared that the 
move was entirely unjustified, that even if there were 
some question of the legality of anything done by the 


companies it should have been settled by civil action 
if it were not something which could be compromised. 
Now the Attorney General’s office has grudgingly ad- 
mitted that the whole performance was an unjustified 
and stupid move, although at the same time presenting 
a weak alibi in saying that the companies have aban- 
doned the practice complained of. 

We are glad to see an end of the affair. We repeat 
what we said at the start: the gentlemen who were 
made the personal victims of this performance have no 
occasion to regard it as anything but a nuisance and 
not as reflecting upon them in the slightest degree. 


iif 








January 31, 1935 


CALIFORNIA OIL WORLD 








Eddie Phelps, who is now drilling the 
Shell wildcat on Buena Vista Lake, took 
to drilling when he discovered early in 
his career that in order to reach the top 
you must first get to the bottom of 
things. 


And it is a peculiar circumstance that 
in the oil business, the only way you can 
make the grade is to remain on the level. 


At the moment, however, we are in- 
vestigating the report that a certain ab- 
sent-minded oil executive recently caused 
much amusement by dictating a letter to 
his Scotch terrier, and attempting to give 
his stenographer a bath. 


Incidentally, the rumor that representa- 
tives of the Soviet Government have been 
hovering around the Dominguez district 
is absolutely unfounded. The fact of the 
matter is that Swede Larson and Reg 
Keans have grown beards. 


We feel quite sure that the develop- 
ment is only temporary, and that before 
long the boys will again permit their 
faces to come out in the open. You 
know the old saving, “Hair to-day, and 
gone to-morrow.” 


Bob Beauchamp, The Texas Co. gaso- 
line expert, has two hobbies—golf and 
horticulture—and when he is not out 
checking plant operation, he is invariably 
to be found raising plants, either in his 


_.. BAKER CEMENT 
GUIDE SHOE 


unless the 
string is 





exceptionally 
long, when 

they use a 
BAKER 

Cement 

FLOAT 

Shoe to 

assure 

maximum safety. 

But regardless of the combination 
used, they know that when the cement 
is set, they can drill out the Baker 
Formula Concrete and Bakelite, with- 
out any difficulty, and that there will 
NEVER be ANY METAL left in the 
hole to impede future operations. 


garden, or on the golf course. 


It was Bob who first vented the fam- 
ous remark, “You have made your flow- 
er bed, now you can lie about it.” 


We note that the Lean Oil Committee 
of the California Natural Gasoline Asso- 
ciation has completed its assignment, and 
is now, standing by waiting for something 
to do. Better put the boys to work, 
or they will turn in to a Fat Oil Com- 
mittee. 


By the way, the recent effort of the 
Wildcats would seem to indicate that the 
oil industry is merely suffering from a 
code in the head. 


And in his answer to a public health 
questionnaire, the son of a Maricopa oil 
man stated that the proper way to treat 
a cold was, “to take a catholic, and go 
to bed.” 


“Well, I 
said Vic 
didn’t 
Boyce. 


went to 
Garman. 
come either,” 


church yesterday”, 
“Our Sunday paper 
sympathized Walt 


Proving once again that Boyce will be 
Boyce. 


“Are pumpers people?” is the name of 
a new book shortly to be released by 
Clarence Froome. 


Some time 
writing on another 
broke into his home, 
manuscripts, and then 
clothes. 


when Clarence 
subject, a burglar 
read over all his 
stole a suit of 


ago, was 


The office manager walked quietly into 
the reception room, and demanded, “Why 
do I find you sitting here idle?” To 
which the new office boy nonchalantly re- 
plied, “Because you wear rubber heels.” 


This early-to-bed business may be all 
right, but Johnny Herron of the Shell 
Co. believes that before a person adopts 
it as a policy he should first determine for 
sure that he is a bird and not a worm. 


Johnny has been kind of quiet for a 
while, but he is back in criculation again 
—gas lift work, if you know what we 
mean. 


By those who ought to know, we are 
informed that Ralph Lloyd’s new golf 
course up in Portland is a site to be 
holed. 

Mac McKinnon, by the way, sends the 
discouraging news that the people of Taft 
have demanded immediate steps to be 
taken to render the bunkers on the Pe- 
troleum Club golf course sound proof. 


There are many 


operators who use the 


BAKER 
Cement 


FLOAT 
COLLAR 


to land their 
casing safely; 
also to stop 
the cementing 
plug one or 
more joints 
above the 
bottom to retain the cement tailings 
in the last joint and to assure full 
strength mixture of the cement which 
passes thru the shoe. 


. - - on the bottom of the string they 
always usea... 





The course of true golf never did run 
smooth, 


Now comes Ed Masters declaring that 
there is no sense in a guy’s hollering at 
the Umpire about his potentials, when he 
knows perfectly well it is his zone fault. 


“What's the idea of the statue in the 
warehouse?’ demanded Bo Robertson in 
righteous indignation. “Ssh, man,” said 
Charlie Perkins, “that’s the electrician.” 


It has just been discovered that a cer- 
tain oil field fire brigade, although estab- 
lished some years ago, has no telephone. 
We feel sure, however, that if you ever 
do have a fire, a letter to the Chief will 
receive his prompt attention. 


Returning again with a shiver to the 
subject of cold baths, Ray Gard points 
out that while the man who takes a cold 
bath every morning probably never gets 
a cold, you must remember that he does 
get a cold bath. 


And as any rancher will tell you, of 
two weevils choose the lesser. 


If you make money at poker, that’s 
gambling; if you make it at bridge, that’ 
a social duty; if you make it in the oi 
business, that’s a miracle. 


“Quit looking at that watch”, yelled 
George Thompson at the caddy, “you 
make me _ nervous.” “That ain’t no 
watch,” replied the caddy, “it’s a com- 
pass.” 


And a fellow doesn’t have to live long 
in a company bunkhouse to realize that 
life is nothing but a delusion and a 
snore. 

In conclusion, remember that many 
a guy with an honest face has drilled a 


crooked hole. R S. 
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Gasoline Sales 1,334,233,266 In 1934; 
December Sales 111,919,802 Gallons} ~ 


California taxable gasoline sales for 
1934 totalled 1,334,233,266 gallons, an in- 
crease of 11,343,171 gallons over the to- 
tal of 1,322,890,095 sold during 1933. Of 
this amount, December sales totalled 111,- 
919,802, an increase of 3,263,044 gallons 
over November sales of 108, 656, 758 and 
an increase of 15,370,166 gallons over 
sales during December, 1933. These sales 
are of taxable gallonage only, and are 
compiled from figures of the State Board 
of Equalization. 

During 1934, taxable sales of gasoline 
in California averaged 3,655,433.60 gallons 
daily, an increase of 33,826.90 per day 
over like figures of 3,621,616.70 in 1933. 
The monthly average for 1934 was 111,- 
186,105.50, as against 110,240,841.25 gal- 
lons for 1933, which shows an increase 
of 945,264.25 gallons per month in 1934, 
In barrels, 1934 sales totaled 31,767,459, 
as against 31,497,383 bbls. in 1933, the 
increase in 1934 being 270,076 bbls. 

Total tax assessments during the year 
were $39,625,055.32, an increase of $317,- 
702.33 over 1933 assessments. Of the to- 
tal, $3,324,018.29 was assessed against De- 
cember gallonage. The State Board of 
Equalization points out that of the total 
assessment, approximately 10% is re- 
funded because of use for non-highway 
purposes, which leaves a net collection 
of approximately $36,000,000 for the year, 
or $3,000,000 per month for highway 
building and maintenance. 

December figures showed very much 
the same line-up among the marketing 








Retroactive Wage 
Order Upheld 


to benSHOINnNnNn 
In a decision likely to be a far-reaching 
precedent unless and until overruled by 


In a decision 


the Supreme Court, U. S. Judge McCor- 
mick on Monday of this week for a sec- 
ond time sustained the validity of the Oil 
Code. The question at bar was the order 
of Secretary Ickes requiring the retroac- 
tive payment of wages to August, 1933. 
So far as is known at this writing the 
ruling is the first judicial decision upon 
this point. - 

Ed McAdams, Receiver of the Dollar 
Oil Co., asked the court for instructions 
as to what he should do in the matter of 
paying the retroactive wages, objections 
to which were raised by some of the 
creditors. The court ruled that the pay- 
ments should be made. Unless under- 
taken by protesting creditors, appeal 
seems extremely unlikely. As the amount 
at stake is only $1726.55, further action 
is improbable. 


Labor leaders are greatly pleased at the 
decision which may be cited as a prece- 
dent in similar actions pending in the 
Mid-Continent. It is understood that ac- 
tions to collect back wages are being 
pushed in several states. It is also ex- 
pected to figure in California proceed- 
ings along the same line. The larger 
companies and many smaller ones have 
already paid, but there remain a number 
that have not. Some of them have de- 
clared that they will not pay unless they 
are compelled to do so. 


companies as in former months, the first 
five being Standard, Shell, Union, Asso- 
ciated, and General Petroleum, followed 
in order by Richfield, Wilshire, The 
Texas, Hancock, and Rio Grande. 

A tabulation of sales by months, com- 
paring 1934 with 1933, shows that in five 
separate months, 1934 sales exceeded 
those of 1933, while during the other 
seven months, 1933 sales exceeded those 


of 1934. The tabulation follows: 
934 1933 
90,884,805 
98,132,560 
109,559,504 
112,978,078 
109,746,645 
125,205,058 
111,792,332 
119,071,079 
111,750,936 
107,138,341 
130,081,121 
96,549,636 


1 
87,538,355 
94,112,042 

136,313,701 
122,688,083 
118,847,787 
116,126,170 
102,627,544 
113,863,320 
106,319,336 
"115,220,441 
108,656,758 
111,919,802 


September 
October 

November 
December 


Totals 
Increase, 1934 compared 
with 1933 
During December, 35 marketers sold 
300,000 gallons or more. These compa- 
nies, in order of taxable sales, follow: 
Taxable Total 
Gallonage Sales 
21,641,389 48,336,890 
11,017,050 19,165,648 
10,160,361 19,170,250 
16,233,411 
9,487,310 
10,417,888 
5,139,209 
5,993,918 
3,361,312 


1 334,233, 266 1,322,890,095 


11,343,171 


paenncara Ol o.,.... .s0..0s 

Shell Oil Co. 

Union Oil Co. 

Associated Oil Co. 

General Petroleum Corp.. 

Richfield Oil Co. 

Wilshire Oil Co. 

The Texas Co. 

Hancock Oil Co. 

Rio Grande Oil Co. 

Macmillan Petroleum 

Corp. E 168,786 
112,651 


1,841,269 
1,461,279 
1,407,741 
1,206,094 
1,176,552 


cleans Petroleum Co. 
Sunset Pacific Oil Co. 
Petrol Corp. 

Seaside Oil Co. 
Olympic Refining Co. 1,130,221 
R. R. Bush 1,070,273 
St. Helens Petroleum Co. 991,083 
The Norwalk Co. 956,149 
= Oil & Refining 


1 1922)591 


910,338 
854,468 
815,089 806,938 
800,986 792,892 
797,671 791,027 
759,982 752,383 
723,430 716,196 


906,925 
Envoy Petroleum Co. 845,924 
Bachmann Petroleum 
Exeter Refining Co. 

Chas. W. Fourl 

Socal Oil & Refining Co. . 
Estado Petroleum Corp. .. 
‘Txeuate Oil & Refining 


B x F Oil & Refining Co. 
American Oil Refining Co. 
Eagle Oil & Refining Co.. 
Ajax Oil & Refining Co.. 
Lagpeview Oil & Refining 


598,343 
439,947 
433,096 
376,576 
352,204 


592,360 
435,548 
418,490 
372,999 
368,741 
326,170 322,908 
314,705 


310,506 
2,107,799 


All” Others 


111,919.802 
108,656,758 


Total December 
Total November 
Tncrease 

Total 1934 to Dce. 31 


167,477,072 





Eureka Drilling Reported 


Drilling is reported to be under way 
on the test well spudded in’ some time 
ago by A. H. Dinwiddie near Eureka, 
Humboldt county. 


House Oil Erects Derrick 


The House Oil Co. is erecting derrick 
for a well on sec. 6, 12-17, Coalinga, on 
the Pacific States property. The com- 
pany is headed by Web Bush and Neal 
B. House. 








Seventy - five 
pounds of mil- 
lings recovered 
by the Cavins 


in one run. 


IT Gets 
WHAT IT GOES 
AFTER 


The Cavins is absolutely dependable 
in operation. It gets what you send it 
after. It breaks hard packed sand bridges 
and cleans the pipe perforations, or screens, 
thoroughly. Saves time, labor, production 
and money. It’s the modern way, the 
easiest way, and the best way to clean out 
and recover such “‘fish'’ as pins, cones, 
discs, slips, and ordinary junk like pieces 
of rubber, iron, steel and wood weighing 
up to 40 Ibs. Write for Bulletin and 
further detailed information. 


THE CAVINS COMPANY 
2853 Cherry Avenue, Long Beach, Calif., U.S.A. 
Cable Address: “‘Cavins, Long Beach” 

R. J. Eiche, Foreign Representative 
BRANCHES AT: 

Taft, Bakersfield, Goleta and Santa Paula, Calif. 
Cavins Clean-OQut Service: 
Oklahoma City, Okla., and McPherson, Kansas 


Cavins Bailer Service: 
Houston and Kilgore, Texas, and Shreveport, Le 
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Supreme Court 


To Rule On NIRA 


The U. S. Supreme Court will rule on 
the validity of the NIRA by its consent 
to take jurisdiction in the appeal by the 
government from the district Alabama 
court decision which invalidated section 
3 of the Recovery Act, together with 
the lumber code created under it. The 
suit was insituted when the Belcher Lum- 
ber Co. ignored the wage and hour pro- 
visions of the code. Violation of the 
code resulted in indictment of the lum- 
ber company head on six counts. His 
demurrer was sustained by the Alabama 
court. 

Meantime, the Connally bill, passed by 
the Senate, is now up to the House. It 
tends to remedy constitutional flaws in 
the oil code dealing with the regulation of 
oil transportation which the Supreme 
Court recently invalidated under section 
9-c of the Act. In its decision the Court 
stressed that section 3 carried with it 
certain limitations in delegating legisla- 
tive power to the Chief Executive. The 
court said that “Section 3 provides for 
the approval by the President of ‘codes’ 
for trades and industries. These are to 
be codes of ‘fair competition’ and the 
authority is based upon certain express 
conditions which require findings by the 
President. Action under section 9-c is 
not made to depend on the formulation 
of a code under section 3.” 

Whether or not the high tribunal sus- 
tains this section, Administration officials 
now deem it wise to hedge, or compro- 
mise somewhat, from their former arbi- 
trary rulings. 

Early this week President Roosevelt 
was asserted to have signed an order 
which was not publicly announced but 
which grants to all past and future sig- 
natories of the NRA full retention of con- 
stitutional rights. This order modifies 
the terms of approval whereby the Presi- 
dent gave force to all prevailing codes. 
The order said: 

“Tt is understood that neither the gov- 
ernment nor any member of industry 
waives, Or can properly insist that the 
other has waived, any constitutional right 
pertaining to the government or to any 
individual by approving, assenting to, or 
cooperating under a code of fair compe- 
tition.” 

Some codes contain a clause specifical- 
ly asserting that no waiver of such rights 
was involved, while others do not. 





Location Graded 


Shaffer & Wintz have graded a loca- 
tion at 2lst and Cherry Ave. Long 
Beach, and will drill a well immediately. 
A derrick has been purchased from the 
Pan Tex Oil Co. and will be moved to 
the site. 


Bush Skids Derrick 


R. R. Bush Oil Co. has skidded the 
derrick on its Hillseth No. 2, and will 
drill Hillseth No. 2A on the location 
a of 28th and west of Rose, Signal 

ill. 


Del Rey Well Planned 


Royalty Service Corp. will soon drill 
a new well in the Del Rey area. James 
Michelin will be in charge. 














PREVENT TROUBLE! 


At the top of this illustra- 
tion is the Warren Control 
Head which carries a packing 
assembly that can be quickly 
thrown around and latched on 
the drill pipe and dropped in 
place. The packing assembly 
may be used in connection 
with the Shaffer Cellar Con- 
trol Gate (shown just below) 
for running tubing under 
pressure or the head may be 
used for landing the oil 
strings. The Christmas Tree 
cap provides a rigid founda- 
tion for the Christmas Tree. 
In case of a blowout the 
Packing Assembly may be put 
in place and the Christmas 
Tree immediately attached. 
This provides quick means for 
controlling the well and bring- 
ing it into production even if 
drill pipe is in the hole. 


Just below the Warren 
Head are two Shaffer Cellar 
Control Gates. The upper 
gate is provided with rams to 
pack off around the drill-pipe, 
casing or tubing. The lower 
gate replaces the old style 
drilling valve. Both Gates 
make as compact an assembly 
as one drilling valve alone. 
Shaffer Universal Joint con- 
nections give remote control 
from outside the derrick. 


The Spool Type Landing 
Head and landing base com- 
plete the assembly. This de- 
vice is the last word in land- 
ing casing as the casing is sup- 
ported by slips and packed off 
without letting go or cutting 
nipples. 


Write for 1935 Catalogue! 


SHAFFER TOOL WORKS 


Santa Fe Springs ames BREA, CALIFORNIA Taft Ventura 
Mid-Continent and Texas - 3205 Harrisburg Blvd. - Houston, Texas 
FOREIGN - OIL WELL SUPPLY CO. 

SPECIALISTS IN HIGH PRESSURE EQUIPMENT AND FISHING TOOLS 
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L. B. Derrick Up 


Bolsa Chica has erected derrick for 
its Combs No. 3, Signal Hill. W. R. 
Hanline will be in charge of drilling. 





Justus Foundation In 


Justus Oil Co. has laid foundation for 
its Long Beach well. The location is 
north of Hill and ‘east of Gaviota, and 
Ed. D. Power will be in charge. 





BUSINESS CARDS 








BEACON GASOLINE 
Kerosene—Distillate—Fuel Oil 
Strictly Independent 
THE CAMINOL CO., LTD. 
1134 Rives-Strong Bldg. 

Los Angeles 


Santa Fe Springs 
Hanford 


| 








THE 


HANCOCK OIL COMPANY 
of 
CALIFORNIA 


PRODUCERS - REFINERS 
MARKETERS 








THE PETROL 
CORPORATION 


Producers and Refiners 


Petrol Gasoline — Super Petrol Gasoline — 
Kerosene — Fuel Oils — Diesel Oil — 
Asphalts — Road Oils — Lubricating Oils 
— Distillates. 


4020 Bandini Blvd. - Los Angeles, Cal. 








CHIKSAN OIL TOOL CO., 

i LTD. 
Chiksan Disc Bits 
Chiksan Reamers 

Chiksan Rotary Hose 

Shep: Office: 

Brea Fullerton, Calif. 

Phone 199 Phone 1254 








STANLEY C. HEROLD 
Geologist and Engineer 


*Phone (Glendale) Douglas 2614-J 
Mail Address, 1330 Ethel Street 
Glendale, California 











Code Survey .Committee Clerical 
Staff Organized, Allen Reports 


R. E. Allen, Assistant Oil Umpire, re- 
turned early this week from Washington, 
and reports that during the past two 
weeks he succeeded in organizing the 
clerical staff necessary to carry on the 
work of the newly created Petroleum 
Code Survey Committee for Small Enter- 
prises. Allen was assigned the task of 
completing ~he organization which is to 
handle the mass of data compiled, in ad- 
dition to the numerous small. company 
complaints against the oil code which 
have literally swamped the Petroleum 
Administrative Board. 

It was for the purpose of getting action 
where action is needed or justified in this 
particular group of complaints that the 
special committee of five members was 
appointed by Oil Administrator Ickes. 

Calitornia companies have filed com- 
paratively few such complaints for the 
reason that conditions here are much bet- 
ter than in other parts of the country, 
and small company violations of the code 
are negligible when compared with those 
in Texas, Mid-Continent and Eastern 
States. For this reason only about two 
per cent of the companies have sent re- 
plies to the query sent out ten days ago 
by J. R. Pemberton. This letter urged 
companies—particularly the smaller units 
—to enter complaints as soon as possible, 
that they might be forwarded to Wash- 
ington. 

Complaints received in Washington, 
Allen states, come principally from east- 
ern marketers who seek more margin. 
In many instances they are finding it 
difficult to compete with companies which 
have installed modern equipment, new 
stations and more attractive surround- 
ings, and they see no way to improve 
their positions financially unless a wider 
margin is granted. 

Another problem arises among small 
refiners who have to buy their crude and 
thus compete unsuccessfully with those 
refiners who produce their own crude. 

Very few complaints have been re- 
ceived from the small producers, the 
transportation companies or the pipeline 
companies. Their troubles apparently 
have been more easily adjusted than the 
eastern marketing situation. 

The new committee assigned to look 
into, and, if possible, adjudicate these 
complaints, is not affiliated in any way 
with the Petroleum Administrative Board. 
The Committee is housed in its own of- 
fices some blocks distant, and with the 
groundwork laid for getting these com- 
plaints in some semblance of order, the 
task of sifting them down to cases which 
can be adjusted will become more sim- 
plified. It must be remembered, how- 


Signal Hill Well Planned 


Within the next week, Great Western 
Petroleum will start a well west of Cher- 
ry Ave. and north of Hill, Signal Hill, 
on a lease acquired from the Coast Ridge 
Oil Co 


Ohio To Drill 


The Ohio Oil Co. plans to drill another 
well on its Recreation Gun Club lease, 
Playa del Rey. 











ever, that it is not so much failure to en- 
force the code, but in most cases inability 
to enforce it, which has complicated mat- 
ters. 

Section 6, Article 5 of the code, where- 
in is defined the relative position of each 
division of the oil industry, has raised 
some question—not so much about its 
interpretation as to its enforceability un- 
der existing conditions. 

At the moment several sections of the 
code are under particular scrutiny by 
Washington authorities, due partly to 
complaints filed, but more because of the 
interest aroused in the code through re- 
cent court decisions, and congressional 
action is now being pushed to correct 
some of the sections assailed. 

Allen returned to Los Angeles in time 
to meet with the Central Committee—oi 
which he is secretary—preliminary to its 
approval of plans for simplifying alloca- 
tion methods of determining California 
crude proration quotas. 





PRODUCTION 











Week Week 


Oklahoma 

Kansas 

Panhandle, Texas 
North Texas 

West Central Texas.... 
West Texas 
East Central 
East Texas 
Conroe 
Southwest Texas 
North Louisiana 
Arkansas 

Coastal Texas 
Coastal Louisiana 
Eastern 

Michigan 
Wyoming 
Montana 
Colorado 

New Mexico 


TOMAS... «0% 


48,400 
- 2,542,100 2,531,300 





Total (Daily Average). 





STOCKS, REFINERY STATISTICS 











Week Ended Jan. 26, 1935 
California U.S. 

Finished gasoline at refineries.. 8,226,000 29,557,000 
Bulk terminals, in transit, pipe 

lines, and other motor fuel... 
Stocks of unfinished gasoline.. 
Gas and fuel oil stocks 
Heavy crude and fuel stocks.. 
Crude run to stills (daily aver.) 
Potential capacity reporting 
Per cent capacity operated 
Cracked gasoline produced 

(daily average) 


4,859,000 
898,000 


22,396,000 
4,963,000 


,845,000 

453,673 
96.9% 
53.4% 
49,492 


61.1% 


465,000 





IMPORTS end RECEIPTS 











Week Week 


Total All Imports 

Imports of petroleum at 
principal U. S. ports. 
Receipts of California oil 
at Atlantic and Gulf 
152,000 


562,000 658,000 659,000 


388,000 380,000 
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December, 1934, crude oil shipments 
from the various fields of California 
stepped up to 14,716,122 bbls., as com- 
pared with 14,111,578 bbls. for Novem- 
ber. Field stocks at the close of the 
year likewise were higher than at the end 
of the preceding month, with an aggre- 
gate of 2,504,828 bbls., as against 2,564,357 
bbls. (revised totals.) 

Crude oil produced, which includes ail 
oil lifted to the surface, according to of- 
ficial report from the umpire’s office 
amounted to 14,869,863 bbls., 479,673 bbls 
daily for December. These figures com- 
pare with an aggregate of 14,323,530 bbls., 
or 477,451 bbls. daily for November. last. 
(Actual production includes oil used on 
leases for fuel, roads, shrinkage, etc.) Net 
commercial production totaled 14,756,593 
bbls., or 476,019 bbls. daily, in December, 
against 14,211,842 bbls. for November, 
473,728 daily. 

Excess production in California, there- 
fore, amounted to 14,254 bbls. daily in 
December, compared with 11,728 for No- 
vember. 

These figures are enlightening in view 
of the rising trend in production sched- 
uled for California during 1935. The 
state’s allocation schedule shows Califor- 
nia’s actual crude oil potential in the final 
month of 1934 was 1,433,470 bbls. daily 
as compared with 1,209,466 for December, 
1933, an increase of 224,004 bbls. In 
November, 1934, the state potential was 
estimated at 1,440,880 per day, as against 
1,053,676 for the similar month of 1933— 
an increase of 387,204 bbls. 

Final figures on idle and producing 


’ 








Oil Governors 


Made A. P. |. Members 


Governors of the 22 oil-producing 
states have been invited to become hon- 
orary members of the American Petro- 
leum Institute. 


The invitation was extended by Presi- 
dent Axtell J. Byles in accordance with a 
decision reached by the Board of Di- 
rectors that the governors of states in 
which oil is produced should have an op- 
portunity to participate in discussions of 
the Board and to learn of the many fac- 
tors influencing trends in the petroleum 
industry. It was explained that the hon- 
orary memberships were created for the 
governors largely for the purpose of per- 
mitting a more general understanding of 
the industry and its problems. 

Until the present there has been only 
one honorary member of the Institute. 
He is Mark L. Requa, of San Francisco, 
Calif., federal oil administrator during the 
World War. The position permits attend- 
ance at Board meetings and participation 
in discussions, but grants no voting pow- 
er. 



















The invitations already have gone for- 
ward to the governors of these states: 

California, Arkansas, Colorado, Illinois, 
Indiana, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, 
Michigan, Mississippi, Missouri, Mon- 
tana, New Mexico, New York, Ohio, Ok- 
lahoma, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, Texas, 
Utah, West Virginia and Wyoming. 












Field Shipments Of Oil Increase; 
Field Stocks Also Show Gain 


wells are not yet available. Analysis of 
November data reveals 11,601 producing 
wells out of a total of 16,137, or 4536 
idle. For October the state reported 
11,639 producers and 4471 idle. 

Los Angeles Basin fields for November 
reported 4374 producers and 990 idle, 
with a daily production of 230,446 bbls., 
or 52.7 bbls. per well. In October the 
Basin had 4403 producers and 965 idle, 
with production averaged at 223,753 bbls. 
or 50.8 bbls. per well. 

Coastal District’s November idle num- 
bered 598 with 1027 producing 172,554 
bbls., or a per well average of 106.2 bbls. 
For October there were 611 idle, and 
999 producers which averaged 46,219 bbls. 
daily or a per well average of 46.3 bbis. 

San Joaquin fields for November re- 
ported 2948 wells idle and 6200 produc- 
ers with total production of 193,265 bbls., 
a per well average of 31.2 bbls. In the 
previous month, idle wells totaled 2895 
with 6237 producers which averaged 193,- 
118 bbls. daily or 31 per well. 

Gradual decrease in the number of idle 
wells and a rising tide of production were 
noticeable features which final figures for 
1934 will emphasize. 





U. S. Crude Stocks 
Decrease 503,000 Bbls. 


Stocks of domestic and foreign crude 
petroleum Saturday, Jan. 19, totaled 321,- 
121,000 bbls., a week’s net decrease of 
503,000, comprising decreases of 454,000 
and 49,000 bbls., respectively, in stocks of 
domestic and foreign crude oil. 

Daily average crude oil production re- 
mained virtually unchanged at about 2,- 
580,000 bbls. Imports of crude, which 
had declined materially during the pre- 
vious week, increased to an average of 
75,000 bbls. daily. Crude runs to stills 
continued to increase, the daily average 
for the week ended Jan. 19 amounting to 
2,535,000 bbls. as compared with 2,525,- 
000 the previous week and about 2,395,- 
000 a year ago. The estimated daily av- 
erage balance of crude oil for the week 
ended Jan. 19 was as follows (barrels): 
Production, 2,580,000; imports, 75,000; 
decrease in:‘stocks, 72,000, equals runs to 
stills, 2,535,000; exports, fuel and losses, 
192,000. 

STOCKS OF CRUDE PETROLEUM, JAN. 12 
AND JAN. 19 


Change 

from 

Jan. 12 Jan. 19 Jan. 12 
Thousands of barrels 


Grade of crude oil 


Pennsylvania Grade .......... 4,536 4,585 + 49 
Other Appalachian ........... 985 978 — 7 
Lima-N. E. Ind.-Mich. ...... 1,147 1,109 — 38 
Dilinete-S. We Tad. 0... ss 0008 11,488 11,491 + 3 
N. Louisiana & Ark. ........ 9,625 9,604 — 21 
W. Tex. & S. E. New Mex.. 30,502 30,458 — 44 
Oe OS ee le po 29,678 29,049 —629 
Other Mid-Continent ........ 149,433 149,846 +413 
Se EE. nc candacaanscateveil 18,613 18,548 — 65 
Rocky Mountain snccovscscess 27,540 27,527 — 13 
Califormia .....ccccesvecesicccee Site Gre 102 

Domestic crude .........+.: 318,323 317,869 —454 

Foreign. Crude ....csccescess 3,301 3,252 — 49 
TOtedh ih seis cine cans tends sacs 321,624 321,121 —503 





1Represents approximately 98% of total stocks 
in the United States, exclusive of producers’ 
stocks. 


Republic Protects Employees 


The Republic Supply Co. of California 
has recently adopted a group life insur- 
ance policy as a means of protection for 
78 employees. The Prudential Insurance 
Co. of America issued the policy. 

One thousand dollars of coverage has 
been allotted to each worker, the pre- 
miums for which will be assumed entirely 
by the company, the policy being of the 
non-contributory type. 





BUSINESS CARDS 








J. R. PEMBERTON 
Oil Umpire 
1110 Security Title Insurance Bldg. 
Los Angeles, Calif. 
TRinity 9705 








CALIFORNIA OIL & GAS 
ASSOCIATION 


1217 Associated Realty Bldg. 
510 W. 6th St. 


Michigan 6386 Los Angeles 








INDEPENDENT 
PETROLEUM ASSOCIATION 
OF CALIFORNIA 


900 Spring Arcade Bldg. 
TRinity 7466 : Los Angeles 








Res. Phone 2-8451 - Bus. Phone 7-6346 


1107-1115 Cotton 
Exchange Bldg. 
DALLAS, TEXAS : 





KILGORE, TEXAS 











HONOLULU OIL CORP., Ltd. 


Matson Bldg. . 215 Market St. 


San Francisco, Calif. 
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California December Production 


14,842,804 Bbls.; 478,800 Daily 


California’s December production of 
crude totaled 14,842,804 bbls. (A. P. LI. 
final report), 478,800 daily average, an 
increase of 954 bbls. daily over Novem- 
ber, and over December, 1933, of 3778 
bbls. daily. 

Compared with November, Ventura 
Avenue registered a decline of 1022 bbls. 
per day and Playa del Rey was off 923 
bbls. Huntington Beach increased its 
yield by 1423 bbls. per day. Only one 
or two other fields varied as much as 500 
bbls. during December as compared with 
November. 

Compared with December, 1933, the 


biggest gain was 6098 bbls. on Kettleman 
North Dome. Ventura Avenue was off 


10,000 bbls. per day during December as 


compared with 1933. Huntington Beach 
was off 8000 bbls., Elk Hills off 3000, El- 
wood off 3200, Santa Fe Springs off 3486, 
Seal Beach off 2000. Next to Kettleman 
North Dome, the biggest gain in an old 
field for December, 1934, against 1933 
was 2975 bbls. per day at Mt. Poso. 
Coalinga went up 2800, Lost Hills-Bel- 
ridge up 1450, Montebello 1000. Mountain 
View may be considered among the 1934 
new fields and its production was about 
3.5 times as great during December, 1934. 
as during the same month of 1933; 3035 
during 1933 and 11,176 during 1934. Santa 
Barbara had the nominal yield of 565 
bbls. per day during December, 1933, and 
4224 during December, 1934. Edison had 


no 1933 production. Its December daily 


yield was 1485 bbls. 
Statistics for 1934 

Production during 1934 totaled 175,508. 
566 bbls., daily average 480,845. Com- 
plete tabulation by fields and a synop- 
sis issued by the California office of the 
A. P. I. appear elsewhere in this issue, 
This figure is just 512,566 bbls. more 
than that issued by the State Mining 
Bureau and published last week (174, 
996,000 bbls.) a difference explained by 
the fact that the state figures are net and 
do not include crude consuumed as fuel 
in the fields. 


Compared with 1933, last year’s pro- 
duction shows an increase of 2,425,247 
bbls. (A. P. I. figures). sage? shingy pro. 
duction was less last year than during 
1932 by 2,619,228 bbls., and less than dur. 
ing 1931 by 13, 320,466. Again, compared 
with 1930, last year showed a decline of 
52,591,333 bbls., and compared with 1929 
(the peak of production) a decline of 117, 
428,345 bbls. Peak production of 1929 





CALIFORNIA PROD 





UCTION 





CALIFORNIA DEVELOPMENT 








(Figures of Production and Stocks are in barrels of 42 Gals.) 


Total 

Production 

Group No. 1— December Dec., 1934 
Belridge—North........ 163 ,570 5,276 
Belridge—South......... 76 ,476 2 ,467 
sich ele 555, 133 17 ,907 
5 


Se rare ee 
pS ee eee 
Kettleman Middle Dome. 
paviteases North Dome. . 

Lost 
McKittrick ieee a Wille bot 
Midway-Sunset......... 
Mountain View......... 


Round Mountain. . 
Wheeler Ridge..... 
Group No. 2— 
CRMNOIR sc 5 ou a's So bhq0 Sas 
Elwood 


San Miguelito........... 
Santa Barbara.......... 
Summerland............ 
Ventura Avenue......... 


ee ies Base ASE 
Coyote—West.......... 
NN oii i ce ee os 
Huntington Beach....... 
ee ae ee 
Long Beach. . map 
Los Angeles— “Salt Lake... 
Montebello............. 
Playa del Rey........... 
Potrero. .... 
OS Se rere 


Santa Fe Springs........ 
Seal Beach 
TN, oa0ngia 4 i nh 00's 
. i SSS eee 


—DAILY AVERAGE— 


Nov., 1934 
5 "337 
1,913 


Dec., 1933 
* 


Group No. 1— 
Belridge—North.. . 
Belridge—South. 
Coalinga 

dison.... 
Elk Hills 
Fruitvale. . 
Kern River 
Kettleman— 


* 
15 ,099 


Kettleman— 

North Dome......... 
oe 
Midway-Sunset........ 
Mountain View. 

Mount Poso...... ES 
Round Mountain....... 
Wheeler Ridge... 


Group No. 2— 
Gepiten Drain as 


San Miguelito cai, vies, 
Santa Barbara......... 
Santa Maria........... 


9,381 


10 ,889T 

18 ,748 

48 ,024 
9,055 


Group No. 3— 


Brea-Olinda. snare 
Coyote—East. . SO ae 
Coyote—West. . ot 

Dominguez............ 
Huntington Beach...... 
pemnee: « Soe 
pkey swath : 
Long Beac 
Los Aeetice: Sats Lake. 

Montebello............ 





14 ,842 ,804 
14,335, in 


478 ,800 
477, = 


FOOD. b6san + en cea 


477 ,846 475 ,022 
< CO" ae a 





Increase 


Nov. 30, 
1934 


69 ,567 ,429 
37 ,304 ,353 
2,485 ,055 


Dec. 31, 
4 Yow-Gepoline Beorieg 1934 
rude, Residuum, 
and Diesel Oils 67 ,182 ,258 
. Gasoline-Bearing Crude * "549.934 
. Unblended Nat. Gas 446 ,840 
. Gasoline (not including 
distributing and service 
stations 


- 10,343 477 
. Naphtha Distillates . 928 ,053! 
. All Other Stocks...... 7,767 ,755? 


Sree eS 126 ,218 ,317 
iEstimated amount of 
unfinished gasoline con- 
tained in item 5...... 
2Coke included in item 6 


10, 187 ,040 
985 ,5551 
7 ,618 ,648? 


128 , 148 ,080 





793 ,390 


753 ,082 
578 ,822 


568 ,915 


507 ,4 
Lost Hills figure includes Noth ae South Belridge. 
j—East and West Coyote were previously combined as Coyote. 
STOCKS HELD IN PACIFIC COAST TERRITORY BY 
CALIFORNIA OIL COMPANIES 


—2 ,385 ,171 


eh 929, 763 


ON. is vie Avvcies 
Santa Fe Ryeings AS 
Seal Beach . hence 
I oaiaislh ic as % 5 aivjall 
. | Ae 
Miscellaneous Drilling . . 


Group No. 4— 


Buttonwillow Gas Field . 
Dudley Ridge Gas Field. 
Goleta Gas Field 


Dec. Stock Dec. 31, 
Changes 1933 


5 92 ,664 ,274 
245,581 35 °879/163 
— 38,215 2/304/194 


ABANDONED 
New Producers Daily Active WELLS 
Rigs Active Com- nitial ‘O- Pro- 
Up Drilling pleted Output ducing Drillers ducers 


20,586 
“117 
8,288 
2,384 


mW 


w- 
oe 




















i 
2 





December he hee eee Fad 


12 ,687 ,385 November. 


214 50 52,570 11,399 
199 62 64.127 11/390 








+156 ,437 ab trina eet 
57 ,502 
+149 , 107 


1,347 ,8911 

6 ,876 ,360 2 tis 
sn aii, Avernes tae year 1934. 
151 ,759 ,267 Average for year 1933. 

Average for year 1932... 


1 ,024 ,397 


620 ,313 *—Decrease. 


Teena“ i. CESS es 








15 12* 11,557* 
196 38 47,553 11 053 
124 21 22,842 9,199 
108 15 13,059 8,928 


Te) 


31, 
25,55 
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tion. 
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was an increase of 60,954,314 bbls. over 
1928 production. 
Comparisons Back to 1922 

With the sole exception of 1933, Cali- 
fornia production for 1934 was the small- 
est the state has had since 1922, the last 
year before the first big boom in Los 
‘Angeles Basin which came with the open- 
ing of Santa Fe Springs and Signal Hill. 
Market declines and stabilization of pro- 
duction to meet these conditions are 


clearly shown in annual figures for 13 
years which follow: 


Barrels 
139,982,597 
. 263,728,725 
. 230,063,313 

230,147,342 
224,117,013 
230,751,463 
231,982,597 
292,936,911 
228, 899 


173,083,319 
175,508,566 





During December, Pacific Coast stocks 
were reduced 1,929,763 bbls., despite the 
huge decline of shipments to the Atlantic 
Coast. During the full year 1934, with- 
drawals from stocks totaled 25,520,950 
bbls., or at the rate of 69,975 daily for 


365 days. Stocks on hand were as fol- 
lows: Dec. 31, 1934, 126,218,317 bbls.; 
Nov. 30, 1934, 128,148,080. 

Pacific Coast stocks on Dec. 31, 1934, 
were less than they have been at the 
close of any year since 1924, when, as 
the result of the Los Angeles Basin 
boom, they climbed to what was then the 
peak. The following table will show 
that, while stocks have climbed and 
dropped since then, they have never since 
that date been less than 140,318,617 bbls. 
until the present. At the current rate, 
with no allowance whateVer for increase 
this year, the demand is far ahead of 
what it was 10 years ago when stocks last 
Gropped slightly below the present figure. 





arrels 

125,021,924 

..- 157,316,309 

. 145,612,176 

140,318,617 

2 141,057,000 
1 I a le er ear Be ig pat wire 184,817,319 
SES Loreena Cy een 181,033,141 
Te ee Be Sor ie Be BE ng 8 169,835,949 
TOSD 3... Stk, vdieo Bins Baas beh oOo hw oh tes o 168,246,425 
BOO Fake cde sce tdne oun usts cekucvees cunyaeee 151,759,267 
GSR 00 rce ier Gees irinienrerepuegertnwes 126,218,317 
Stocks of non-gasoline-bearing crude, 


residuum, gas and diesel oil continued 
during December to show a decline actu- 
ally exceedingly the grand total pull upon 
all stocks. During this month, 2,385,- 





REVIEW OF THE YEAR 1934 








Supplementing the regular monthly report, the following yearly figures are presented: 


Total stocks 


held by California oil companies, both inside and outside the United States, as of December 


31, 1933, were 151,759,267 barrels; as of December 31, 1934, they were 126,218,317 barrels, a decrease of 


25,540,950 barrels during the year. 


Crude oil production for 1934 totaled 175,508,566 barrels, an increase of 2,425,247 barrels over 1933 produc- 
tion. The daily average for the year was 480,845 barrels, compared with 474,201 for the previous year, an increase 
of 6,644 barrels per day. 447 wells were abandoned during the year. Of these, 199 were abandoned oil producers 
and one was a gas well; 244 were abandoned while drilling for oil and three while drilling for gas. 

Below is shown the total production for the yeat and the daily average, also the oil well completions and 
initial daily output for the year, for each oilfield in the State: 








Wells Daily Average 
Barrels Daily Com- Initial per 
Per Year Average pleted Output Well 
Group No. 1— 
Belridge—North............. 2,192,772 6 ,008 4 21,677 5 ,419 
Belridge—South......... 734 ,864 2,013 a eh en eee a a Aaa ee 
ai re WS mw ntai wins 6 ,594 ,950 18 ,068 1 55 55 
RE crys ec gah G00. 852 8.0/C 135 ,792 372 ll 3,287 299 
DE? ss boxer emacrwees 3,345 ,772 9,167 > Se a as Qeler 
eas a diets 9 65 YEATES 1,342 ,724 3,679 8 4,685 585 
Se ae ae ,704, 10,149 5 681 136 
Kettleman Middle Domew...... 127 ,998 351 I 1,250 1,250 
Kettleman North Dome......... 21,265,884 58 ,262 41 286 ,592 6 ,902 
NN. are ooh g- © ein: 0-0 60.000 .. 1,463 ,453 4,009 SR rise ee a aera ae ae 
ites on aincasnicdvn, oxsoae 1,105 ,618 3,029 2 194 97 
Midway-Sunset.......... ..--. 10,712 ,566 54 ,007 tl 3,715 337 
Mountain View................ 2,609 ,017 7,148 49 70,881 1,445 
Ss Sn os we vas vee seh a 3 ,486 ,217 9,551 44 23 ,773 540 
Round Mountain.............. 1,808,322 4,954 3 870 136 
OS Sees 156 , 204 428 ce Fos Se 
Group No. 2— 
| ee 194 ,414 533 5 2,442 488 
NG aN aie wis “ards; i b> 4,113 ,644 11,270 9 8 ,839 982 
SR cc le vb be cars 540 , 886 1,482 1 24 24 
en Miguelito............. 268 ,643 736 1 333 333 
Santa Barbara............. 598 ,165 1,639 39 32,242 827 
Santa Maria............. 1,806 , 106 4,948 5 421 84 
Summerland. . . : 20 ,039 55 1 (Gas) ey 
Ventura Avenue........... 9 ,882 ,614 27 ,076 12 12 ,693 1 ,057 
Ventura-Newhall. . . ... 1,400,039 3,836 i 303 46 
Watsonville........... hie OH oe 21,900 60 van o a. wines 
Group No. 3— 
SES. ns sap cee beso 3,744,538 10 ,259 2 1,750 875 
Coyote—East>............ 907 ,334 2,486 3 175 59 
Coyote—West............. 3 ,236 ,702 ,868 9 4,078 454 
RN t eo vn pon 45 6 ,655 ,465 18 ,234 27 19,176 710 
Huntington Beach............. 15,106 ,268 41 ,387 28 26 ,937 962 
ES a ee ee 3,376 ,586 9,251 8 10,151 1,269 
DE che, 2, aig Bh + Gdic's bee 53 ,640 147 a. ee aa ee ay 
Long Beach.......... eseecees' 20,007 O20 63 , 197 83.* 19 ,843 239 
Los Angeles-Salt Lake.......... 289 , 154 792 Be. a eae gee wi. 
ee See 1,980 ,942 5,427 9 2,479 275 
I a is. ka case MIRE R Eee ay Ce ee Be, 
eee 3,187 ,773 8 ,734 6 8 ,486 1,414 
CN eh Conn sa 0.600 0% e'% : 150 ,O84 411 ae has 
SHARES” SSR eee 2,925 ,001 8,014 ; 
MN gas aes wy . 1,037,817 eS a ae Ty ee i 
Santa Fe Springs......... 14,722 ,264 40 ,335 16 2,540 158 
aes Se cians caren dina 3,515 ,457 9,631 1 65 65 
he RR a 2,525 ,990 2 eg ae et ee 
cs ge sic is veeawne's 393 ,476 1,078 
Group No. 4— 
Mois Ae ora. But, soho ok TS, eh} SRR CEH eR RR ge 
TERRE So... hess emeeere ry ii pep aems 
eg i I RAS cg All dO cco RU 
NN in nhs wine vaca wid 480 ,845 452 570 ,637 1,262 











171 bbls. of this oil came out of storage. 
Offshore shipment figures published last 
week show that 2,014,106 bbls. of fuel 
went to Pacific foreign ports (chiefly 
to Japan), 191,884 to the Atlantic Coast, 
and 6000 to Atlantic foreign ports, total- 
ing 2,211,990, leaving 173,181 bbls. to be 
accounted for. During the year 1934, 
these stocks were drawn upon for a total 
of 25,483,016 bbls., almost as much as 
the year’s aggregate total decline. In- 
creases and declines during the year in 
other stocks nearly offset each other. 

Total stocks of non-gasoline-bearing 
crude, etc., were as follows: Dec. 31, 
1934, 67,182,258 bbls.; Nov. 30, 1934, 69,- 
567,429; Dec. 31, 1933, 92,664,274. 
Stocks, Sources of Gasoline 

Stocks of gasoline-bearing crude, on 
the other hand, amounting to 37,549,934 
bbls. Dec. 31, 1934, showed an increase 
for December of 245,581 bbls., and for the 
year one of 1,670,771. Stocks of un- 
blended natural gasoline were increased 
142,646 bbls. during the year and totaled 
2,446,840 Dec. 31, 1934. When it is noted, 
however, that stcoks of California com- 
mercial gasoline on the Pacific Coast on 
Dec. 31, 1934, were 2,343,908 bbls. less 
than on Dec. 31, 1933, there is no rea- 
son to consider the comparatively small 
increase of stocks of gasoline-bearing 
crude and unblended natural gasoline as 
endangering the markets. 

Stocks of naphtha distillates, another 
source of gasoline, totaled 928,053 bbls. 
Dec. 31, 1934, 57,502 less than on Nov. 
30, and 419,838 less than on Dec. 31, 1933 

The estimated unfinished gasoline con- 
tent of these stocks follows: Dec. 31, 
1934, 753,082 bbls.; Nov. 30, 1934, 793,- 
300; Dec. 31, 1933, 1,024,397. In other 
words the above-ground supply of unfin- 
ished gasoline available Dec. 31, 1934, . 
was 271,315 bbls. less than one year be- 
fore. 

New Wells, Initial Production 

December saw 50 new wells added to 
California’s list of producers against No- 
vember’s 62. December initial production 
was 52,570 bbls., average per well 1051 
bbls. November’s initial was 64,127 bbls., 
average per well 1034 bbls. Forty per 
cent of December’s new production, 20, 
566 bbls., came from four new Kettleman 
North Dome producers. One North Bel- 
ridge well came in for 8744 bbls. 

During 1934, Kettleman North Dome 
brought in 41 new wells, initial daily yield 
286,592 bbls., average per well 6902 bbls. 
North Dome new initial production con- 
stituted practically 51% of the year’s new 
production for the entire state, which 
amounted to 570,637 bbls. from 452 new 
wells, average per well 1262 bbls. 


Manhattan Leases Taken 


Doyle Petroleum has taken 24 acres 
from the Bethlehem Exploration Co., as 
well as the old Geo. W. Johnson well, 
in the Manhattan Beach area. The well 
is being rigged up to redrill. Howard 
Murchie, superintendent for Doyle, in 
charge of the Doyle properties at Hunt- 
ington Beach, will have charge at Man- 
hattan Beach. 


Besco Takes Richfield Well 


The Besco Oil Co. has taken over the 
Richfield Scoco No. 4, and will perfor- 
ate the liner at 4000 ft. Bottom of the 
liner at present is at 4181 ft. The com- 
pany is headed by Fred N. Houser, who 
also heads the Trojan Oil Co. 
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Ickes Decision 


(Continued from Page 3) 


government. In accepting the title, its 
officials simply accepted as a matter of 
routine what was handed them. 

When Standard Oil bought the land in 
1903, no wells had ever been drilled, no 
steps taken by any one to test any part 
of the Elk Hills area, nor was there until 
years later. The tract was unfavorably 
regarded by Standard Oil geologists 
when the company acquired it as a specu- 
lative prospect. Wm. Edwards, almost 
the only person who then considered it 
seriously, was the chief of Standard’s 
land department and was responsible for 
the purchase. Standard developed oil 16 
years later. The well only missed being 
given up as a failure because of the sharp 
eyes of one of the crew who noticed 
traces of oil others had overlooked. 
Espee Case Different 

Southern Pacific’s voided titles were 
acquired direct from the government un- 
der another statute, that which granted 
the pioneer transcontinental railroads odd- 
numbered sections within prescribed lim- 
its on either side of their tracks but ex- 
cluded known mineral lands. Lands in 
Elk Hills to which patent was revoked 
lay outside of the prescribed limits and 
had been selected by the company under 
the provision of the law which allowed it 
to choose such lands in lieu of any within 
the limits which had been found to be 
known mineral lands at the time of pat- 
ent. Patent was issued upon the filing 
of an affidavit by the company’s land 
agent to the effect that he had had the 
lands examined by the company’s men 
as to their mineral possibilities, as re- 
quired by the law, and that they were 
non-mineral to the ‘best of his knowledge 
and belief. 

When the government’s suit was tried, 
it was shown that before the lands were 
selected, Southern Pacific geologists had 
examined them, reported favorably upon 
their oil possibilities and recommended 
their acquisition. These matters were 
unknown to the land agent when he made 
his non-mineral affidavit. The company 
rested its defense upon, first, the conten- 
tion that, even if all the government con- 
tended were true, no fraud had been 
committed because in the eyes of the law 
the lands were non- -mineral at the-time 
of patent since no actual discovery of oil 
had been made; and, second, upon con- 
siderable evidence of geologists who, con- 
trary to the views of other geologists 
who testiffed for the government, were of 
the opinion that the territory possessed 
little or no prospect for oil. 

Upon appeal, the company’s legal con- 
tention was sustained by the U. S. Cir- 
cuit Court of Appeals at San Francisco 
but reversed by the U. S. Supreme Court, 
the judges upholding the contention of 
the government that the lands’ mineral 


character was sufficiently established at 
the time of selection by the geological 
evidence of the presence of oil which 
would have been clear enough upon ex- 
amination to have justified reasonably 
prudent business men in spending money 
in testing them. 

Secretary Ickes appears to have based 
his decision squarely upon this ruling, 
despite the differences in the facts. 
Whether these differences will be found 
sufficient in law to cause the courts to 
overrule the Secretary remains to be 
seen. 

Values Exaggerated 

Solicitor Margold of the Interior De- 
partment has advised the press that, un- 
less rehearing is asked within 30 days, 
the government will bring action to re- 
cover the land and the value of oil ex- 


tracted. During the lengthy course of 
the case the government has advanced 
the contention that the value of the 48 
acres held by Standard is between $20,000 
and $25,000 an acre. But government at. 
torneys are never modest in their claims, 
and are notoriously reckless in handling 
ciphers. Practical operators smile at 
such figures. Offsetting what claims the 
courts may possibly uphold for the value 
of oil extracted and for the land, Stand- 
ard Oil will have a large counter-claim 
for its improvements and equipment of 
the wells. Secretary Ickes is quoted as 
estimating that 5,500,000 bbls. have been 


extracted and that from $25,000,000 to a 


$30,000,00 worth of oil and gas remain 
in the ground. However, the last is at 
best only a geologist’s guess. 
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ALEXANDER ANDERSON, INC. 
Underground Surveys of Oil Wells 
Direction Control Service 
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SMITH-EMERY CO. 


Since 1904 
Oils Tested 
Shipments Certified 
Tanks Strapped 
Offices and Laboratories 


920 Santee St. 651 Howard St., 
Leos Angeles San Francisco 





Form “Evidence of Conception” 
Rights” —Free. 
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Patents — Trade Marks 


All inventions submitted held confidential and given personal attention by mem- 
bers of the firm. 


and instructions 


Lancaster, Allwine & Rommel 


PATENT LAW OFFICES 
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New Bills Taxing Oil Industry 


In Maelstrom Of Legislation 


Just before the Legislature constitution- 
ally adjourned, a bill to establish a state 
oil control was introduced by title only, 
so it will be ready to be filled in if and 
as desired when the lawmakers reconvene 
in March. 

Hosts of other bills, many affecting the 
oil industry directly, and more hitting it 
indirectly, were introduced. Great num- 
bers are still unprinted and many are not 
available even by title. Additional taxa- 
tion is clearly in sight. Gov. Merriam in 
his budget message urged, among other 
things, an additional one cent tax on gaso- 
line to finance, in part, unemployment 
relief. This tax is expected to raise $23,- 
300,000, and the governor recommended 
that this, and the other unemployment 
taxes suggested, be limited to two years. 
Yet unavailable, and known to exist only 
by verbal reports brought from the capi- 
tal, are several bills proposing increased 
gas taxes, the amount varying somewhat. 

Foremost among legislation which 
strikes at oil by the tax route is what is 
called by some the “natural resources 
bill’, which proposes severance taxes up- 
on oil, gas and many other minerals. Ten 
cents per barrel is proposed for oil when 
a well produces more than 1200 bbls. per 
day, and one cent per 1000 c.f. for natural 
gas, the last to include not only gas con- 
served and utilized but also for such as 
may be blown to the air. Indirectly, also, 
the bill will hit the oil industry by further 
taxing products it must use. For exam- 
ple, the cement industry will be charged 
10 cents per barrel on the material taken 
from the ground from which its product 
is made. Naturally, as consumers, the 
oil companies will have to pay the tax. 

Somewhere in the legislature are other 
bills which will impose bigger severance 
taxes. One is reported to propose 15 
cents on oil, another to suggest five cents 
per 1000 c.f. on natural gas, a sum about 
equal to 100% on its price at the well. 

Senator Williams of Tuolumne county, 








Simpler Allocation 
Methods Studied 


Members of the Central Committee met 
Tuesday after a preliminary session on 
Friday, to consider plans submitted by 
the Code and Allocation Committee for 
simplifying allocation methods in deter- 
mining field quotas. 

District quotas had not yet been re- 
ceived, but were expected to reach Los 
Angeles within a few days. Meantime 
the committee proceeded along lines util- 
ized in the January crude allocations for 
determining the February quotas. 

Only one important change was made, 
it was announced, and that referred to 
Mountain View, where some time ago a 
group of larger companies voluntarily 
agreed to contribute a portion of their 
production allotments to certain wells in 
the central area which otherwise would 
have been cut to such low levels that 
some of them would have been forced to 
shut down. The field’s allotment dona- 
tion for February, the Central ,Commit- 
tee decided, would be confined to 22 wells 
in the area, 


a leading gold mining region, has served 
notice that he intends to organize oppo- 
sition to any severance taxes that may be 
proposed. Reports are abroad, however, 
that the state administration is now be- 
hind the severance tax, intending to force 
it as a possible substitute for the in- 
creased gas tax, fearing that the opposi- 
tion to this measure may be insurmount- 


able. Another plan is for some kind of 
“processing tax’ on natural resource 
products. 


Assembly bill No. 1 (Hornblower), re- 
ferred to the judiciary committee, called 
“California Recovery Act of 1935” au- 
thorizes adoption of state codes of fair 
competition. It contains a provision of 
special interest to the oil industry under 
which any national code hereafter adopt- 
ed “shall be effective as the standards of 
fair competition for such trade or indus- 
try or subdivision thereof and any viola- 
tion of such standards shall be deemed 
an unfair method of competition and a 
violation of this act”. The bill is under- 
stood to have been drawn at Washington 
by attorneys for NRA and sent to Sac- 
ramento. 

Assembly bill No. 31 (Patterson, Taft) 
provides that five days, six hours each, 
shall constitute a working week for all 
lines, except agricultural, domestic or pro- 
fessional. It declares an emergency and 
provides that the legislation proposed 
shall be in effect during the emergency 
period but not beyond Aug. 1, 1937. It 
may be terminated sooner by executive 
proclamation. 

A bill to require straight-hole drilling 
has also been introduced. 


Yunker To Start Well 


C, F. Yunker, E. C. Cromwell, and as- 
sociates, will soon start their third well 
in the vicinity of 28th and Rose, Long 
Beach. Their No. 2 is now drilling, with 
“Chet” Yunker, who will also be in 
charge of drilling on No. 3, in charge. 





California Production 


509,200 Bbls. Per Day 


Sharp gains of new flush production 
in Kettleman Hills and the unlisted 
group of fields held California crude pro- 
duction to a total daily average of 509,- 
200 bbls. for the week ended Jan. 26, as 
compared with 510,950 the preceding 
7-day period. For the corresponding week 
a year ago the state’s output averaged 
450,500 bbls. daily. 

Gains in the northern fields offset the 
curtailment efforts of Los Angeles Basin 
fields, which dropped to 190,100 bbls., 
against 204,950 the previous week. Two 
new gushers in Kettleman North Dome 
sent that field to a new one-day peak of 
80,945 bbls. as of Jan. 22. On the same 
date, Mountain View topped previous 
levels with a yield of 23,796 bbls. Ket- 
tleman’s daily average for the week, how- 
ever, was but 74,700 bbls., against 65,000 
the week ended Jan. 19. Unlisted fields, 
grouped as the rest of the state, rose to 
149,000 bbls., compared with 140,200 
the increase due largely to recent new 
completions at Mountain View. 












Wage Classification 
Conference Held 


Representatives of the Oil Workers As- 
sociation and other trades working in the 
oil fields—electricians, machinists, boiler 
makers, etc——met Monday at the Hay- 
ward Hotel, Los Angeles, in conference 
with representatives of several companies 
on a proposed reclassification of workers 
and various changes in wages, working 
hours and conditions. Plans prepared 
by the labor men were submitted. As 
the company representatives had no 
authority to bind their organizations, an 
adjournment was taken to Feb. 7 when 
the matter will be taken up again. 

Invitations ‘to the meeting were sent 
by the labor representatives to some 30 
companies, including all the majors. Gen- 
eral Petroleum, Union Oil, Continental, 
Kenda, Jergins and Western Oil & Re- 
fining Co. were among those represented. 
a rol Coulter, secretary of the Interna- 
tional Association of Oil Field, Gas Well 
& Refinery Workers, headed the labor 
delegates in the absence of President 
Harvey Fremming, who is in Washing- 
ton. 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING RATES 
Small type: 25¢ per line (six words to line). 
Minimum charge for any ad $1.00. Four consecu- 
tive insertions at price of three if copy does not 
change. 


Not responsible for more than one incorrect 





insertion. 
EE 5. ccduncs cdavnbgecsiatnassbeve $3.00 per inch- 
BE SONNE ‘Wocbeuksnncdasiencs ke ceasee ans 3.25 per inch 
GR MNEEE Guta cyvdusdies cecoeeacs sinks 3.50 per inch 
EE 25. cscnccovdavegesassucncoue 3.75 per inch 
2 SE ie weanvan'ssncdouksdonsarban chee 4.00 per inch 
FOR LEASE 





Southwest corner 32nd and Atlantic, Long Beach. 
125x117. 
Phone Long Beach 843-53. 


OIL LANDS FOR LEASE 
Lease on 100 units in Section 16, T 21, R. 17 E, 


North Dome, Kettleman oil acres No. 3. Owner 
Post Office Box 263, Exeter, Calif. 2-14 


1-31 











OIL LANDS FOR SALE 


DRILL SITE 270x284. East end Del Rey Hills. 
$2000, for fee. E. M. Loftus, Room 725, 108 W. 
6th St. TRinity 4281. 2-7 








OIL LANDS FOR LEASE 


640 acres Weed Patch. Sec. 19, T 31, R 2 E. 
3 year drilling clause, % royalty. $25 an acre 
bonus. Owner: Rt. 5, Box 208, Bakersfield, Calif. 

2 


“7 








DRILLING WANTED 





Want responsible company to start developing 
480 acres immediately. Owner: Rt. 5, Box 208, 
Bakersfield, Calif. 2-7 





SCOUT REPORTS 





NEW MEXICO LEASEHOLDERS: For reliable 
information on New Mexico developments take my 
a scout report. W. S. Patterson, Santa Fe, 








Used Diesel Engines and 
Generators 


Beeson Engineering Co. 


2501 E. 52nd St., Los Angeles 
KI. 2136 











THE GREATEST DEGREE OF 


ACCURACY UNDER ANY CONDITIONS 


While Drilling a Well, the Greatest Degree of Accuracy Can Be Obtained When Using 


INTERCHANGEABLE INCLINATION UNITS 


METAL RIMMED RECORD DISCS 


DEPTH... 4982’ 

INCLINATION... 4.° 50’ 
DIRECTION .WV../4.° £ 
BY 


2 on carow 


1—For vertical wells kept below five de- 
grees. The reading shown is Inclination 
2° 35’; Direction N. 21° E. 


2—A Code Disc for confidential readings. 
The reading shown is the same as that 
above but can only be interpreted with 
transparent code readers. 


3—For inclinations up to 10 degrees. 
The reading shown is Inclination 4° 50’; 
Direction N. 14° E. 


4—For inclinations up to 65 degrees. 
The inclination is read with a transparent 
reader; the direction is read direct from 
the disc. The reading shown is Inclina- 
tion 45°; Direction S. 12° W. 


5—The back of Disc No. 3. 


The Anderson Photo-Record Magnetic Survey 
Instrument is operated from simple instruc- 
tions and requires no knowledge of photography 
» mathematics. 


Which Are Exclusive Features of the 


ANDERSON 











PHOTO RECORD 





MAGNETIC SINGLE-SHOT 





SURVEY _INSTRUMEN| 





Note the _ variety 
and accuracy of the 
Interchangeable Rec- 
ord Discs. To the 
right is shown the 
Nose Plug of the 
watertight Outer Case 
being removed by 


hand. 


These are only two 
of the many exclusive 
features of the Ander- 
son Instrument. 


Bulletin No. 11 will 
give you complete de- 
tails of construction 
and operation. 


A COMPLETE UNDERGROUND SURVE 
SERVICE AND DIRECTION CONTROL ¢ 
On Was... .... 


is provided by the several patented survey instruments made 
operated by Alexander Anderson, Inc. Our well known Orie 
Apparatus alone has surveyed more than 11,000,000 feet of hole,’ 
is equally accurate in cased or open hole and may be run ef 
on drill pipe or tubing. 

Send for details and prices on our various services to 


Alexander Anderson, Inc. 
P. O. Box 267, "Fullerton, California 





ALEXANDER ANDERSON, INC. 





For Service ... 


FULLERTON 
Phone 558 


BAKERSFIELD 
Phone 2185 


Phone Nearest Office 
LONG BEACH 
Phone 429-96 


SANTA BARBARA 
Phone 95872 


owReVEVTORS OF OTL WELLS SINCE 1984 





